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Selling 150 Black Simmental, 
SimAngus™ and 

Angus Bulls 

Wednesday, February 5, 2025  12:30 PM – At the Ranch – Wibaux, MT
30 Purebreds, 105 SimAngus™, 15 Angus Sell. 
50 are 18-month-old fall-borns, ALL ARE Black and  
Polled, most are homozygous black and polled.

The basis of any good breeding program is the mother cow. Our motto is: “THE RANCHER COMES FIRST.” Every breeding decision we make is to improve 
our customer’s bottom line. BEGGER’S DIAMOND V RANCH provides the perfect blend of COW SENSE, COMMON SENSE and SCIENCE. We know the value of 
a good mother cow; she must be fertile, efficient and problem-free. She must have the staying power to produce a valuable calf year-after-year on her own, with 
no extra assistance in the environment mother nature provides. She must possess a low-maintenance, easy-fleshing body type that requires little or no extra input. 
She has to have a problem-free udder and have a good gentle attitude with a set of feet and legs that will serve her until she exits your program at a ripe old age.

Raising cattle that work for the cow-calf producer, the feeder, and the packer, while providing an enjoyable eating experience for the consumer should be every cattle producer’s 
goal. Ranchers work hard and should expect their cattle to do the same. There are no shortcuts with today’s high inputs; your cattle have to be profitable and efficient. Blending 
EPD and genomic traits requires discipline, common sense, and patience. It doesn’t matter how impressive the EPD are or the size of calf at weaning. Cattle that lack efficiency 
and require extra labor and costly inputs are not desirable. This is why common sense and an experienced eye still play a major role in every breeding decision we make. 
EXTREMES ARE EASY TO ACHIEVE. BALANCE TAKES DISCIPLINE, PATIENCE, AND A LIFETIME OF EXPERIENCE TO PERFECT.  

COW EFFICIENCY AT ITS FINEST:
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Look for us on Facebook

v We are your source for homozygous black and polled Simmental, SimAngus™, Angus genetics, the top 150 bulls out of 275 sell.  

v Many ½ & ¾ brothers sell in volume enabling you to assemble like bred genetics that are predictable and consistent. 

v From a program that does the day-to-day work. We calve, feed, and work around our cattle every day, so we know our cows if they become problematic. 
They won’t see next year and their only way out is through a packing plant.  

v We are straight shooters. We honestly try to answer and meet our customer’s questions, needs and concerns. 
Our bulls come with a complete 100% satisfaction warranty. If there is a problem we will make it right. 

v We provide free bull keep until April, along with a free breeding soundness exam and free delivery, for the first 500 miles on purchases over $5,000.  

v Every bull walks through the sale ring enabling you to see what you are buying. Some pictures and videos just don’t represent cattle as they should. 

Bill & Darlene Begger: 406-796-2326 John & Alicia Begger: 406-956-0151 
darbegger@gmail.com / 482 Custer Trail Road / Wibaux, MT 59353 

beggersdiamondvranch.com

Two-year-old heifer

Sensibly sized and efficent
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Heins Sight. . .
By Tamra Heins, Editor

Happy Fall. Football dominates my 
Fall schedule. And to say this year’s high 
school season was a disappointment…that 
would be an understatement, as we did not 
qualify for the playoffs. I came up with a 
plan to extend our football season, but as 
a fan, not as a player, mom or coach. We 
are calling ourselves “Bandwagon Fans” 
as we head out each weekend to attend 
the games of our son Clayton’s friends or 
our friends’ kids who are in the playoffs. 
If we get to the point where we run out 
of connections, we are just going to cheer 
for the team who has the best chance 
to win. Hence the name, “Bandwagon 
Fans” We plan on ending our tour at the 
championship games at the Dakota Bowl 
hosted at the Fargodome.

Our family has been blessed with so 
many friendships and connections we 
have made in the livestock business over 
the years. There is just something about 
a friend or mentor that understands our 
unique industry. Unfortunately, I lost two 
people who were friends and mentors 
from the Simmental breed since our last 
publication.

Orville Deckert, was someone who 
opened his ranch to me as a young 4-Her, 

who valued investment in youth and had a 
strong faith, which I sincerely admired. I 
would say, He had a life, well lived.

Kerry Hart was one of those people 
that I don’t remember specifically when 
I met him but his “work hard, play 
hard” philosophy is one I fully embrace. 
Although, his life was cut short by illness, 
I don’t think anyone could say the Kerry 
didn’t live a full life, it was just too 
fast. His family is honoring his passion 
for the youth in the AJSA by offering a 
scholarship in his name.

Other connections brought me to the 
story on Maddock Ranch Supply. The 
Maddock family has been a part of my life 
since college and their unique approach to 
diversifying their ranch is an interesting 
story.

We have included other stories from 
around the region. The Rydeen family 
has long been a customer of the magazine 
and I hope you enjoy a closer look at their 
operation.

Thank you to everyone for your support 
of the magazine. I hope to see you all at 
the annual meetings and state sponsored 
sales scheduled in December.

Enjoy the Day.

4 November, 2024

MAGAZINE HOSTS 
PRIME PAGES AUCTION

An auction for the Prime 
Pages of the ND Simmental 
Scene/SD SimmenTeller will 
be held at the South Dakota 
Annual Meeting on December 
14, in Huron, SD.

The back cover, inside back 
cover and inside front cover 
are up for auction.

Those pages will be for 
January 2025, February 2025, 
November 2025 and for 
January 2026, February 2026 
and November 2026 Issues.

Please contact Tami 
at 701-391-6431 for more 
information or to place a bid.

HELP US FRESHEN THE 
MAILING LIST!

We want to ensure this magazine 
gets to active Simmental enthusiasts. 
If you know of someone who needs to 
receive it, or if you no longer wish to 
receive it, please scan this QR code 
and e-mail Tamra Heins the corrected 
information. Thank you!

Use your smart 
phone’s camera 
app to scan this 
QR code and 
e-mail Editor 
Tamra Heins your 
updated address 
information.
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STAVICK 
SIMMENTAL

Mike, Myra, Owen and Liv Stavick
10752 BIA Road 15, Veblen, SD
605-237-4663 (Mike) • 605-551-9016 (Owen)
stavicksim@gmail.com • stavicksimmental.com

ANNUALANNUALThursday, February 6 | 1 PM CST | At the Ranch

Selling 100 Simmental Bulls - 90 Black and 10 Red

Commercial cattlemen’s source for functional, honest, and problem-free cattle.
We focus on feed efficiency, quality and longevity in our herd, so it pays in yours.
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The Rydeen family has been in the 
Simmental business since the 1970s, 
adapting as the breed and industry have 
changed. With the fourth generation now 
involved, the Rydeen family continues 
breeding high-quality SimGenetics 
seedstock in northwest Minnesota.

Paul Rydeen grew up on the family 
dairy. Other livestock, like beef cattle, 
were always present at the farm, and 
were brought to the forefront in the 
late 1960s when the family decided to 
transition out of the dairy business. As 
Continental breeds like Simmental were 
brought into the US, Paul’s father, Reuben, 
tried breeding his commercial cows to 
several new breeds. In the mid 1970s, 
Paul attended a Curtis Breeders Service 
Artificial Insemination (AI) training, and 
with the Simmental gaining popularity, 
decided to try AI’ing a group of their cows 
to the new breed. “We thought Simmental 
would handle our tough winters well, 
with the added growth,” Paul recalls. 
Paul married Lois in 1985, purchasing 
the family farm. The couple set out to 
grow and improve the business, focusing 
on a seedstock herd. As they developed 
a breeding plan and refined their cow 
herd, they adapted to changes within the 
breed and industry, transitioning to polled 
genetics and solid black and red cattle.

They have continued building and 
growing their cow herd, supplying 
SimGenetics bulls to commercial and 

SUCCESS WITH SIMMENTAL
by Lilly Platts Reprinted with permission from the October 2024 issue of the Register

seedstock programs throughout the 
country. Paul and Lois raised their son, 
Justis, and daughter, Claire (Chad Patel), 
on the farm, and both continue to play 
important roles, from helping make 
breeding decisions to making sure sale 

day runs smoothly. The Rydeen family 
has called northwest Minnesota home 
since 1897. Edward started with 160 acres, 
which expanded as Reuben became a 
partner in the farm. Clearbrook, located 85 
miles east of Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
has a varied climate. The yearly rainfall 
averages at 26 inches, and winter can be 
extremely long and cold. Despite the harsh 
winters, the area is extremely productive, 
both for grazing and farming. The Rydeen 
family farms between 1,200 and 1,500 
acres of cropland each year, growing corn, 
cereal rye grain, and soybeans, much of 
which is used as feed for the cow herd. 

PERFORMANCE IN THE 
PASTURE AND ON THE RAIL 

The Rydeen family has maintained the 
same goal over the last five decades — to 
produce cattle that balance convenience 

Rydeen, Cont’d on Page 8

In every decision we make, we 
are looking at how genomics will 

affect the outcome.

Rydeen Farms is located in northwest Minnesota, where the family 
settled in 1897. They focus on both red and black Simmental genetics.

6 November, 2024
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Justis Rydeen worked in mechanical engineering 
before moving home to the family farm. 

traits with performance. As seedstock 
breeders, they have always focused on the 
end product. “We have really invested in 
and are committed to as high of carcass 
quality as we can possibly produce in our 
cattle,” Paul shares.

Genomic technology has greatly 
improved their ability to predict carcass 
quality. Paul remembers when the only 
way to measure carcass traits was through 
actual carcass data, which was difficult 
to obtain. He is excited that the next 
generation of producers will have a leg 
up. “In every decision we make, we are 
looking at how genomics will affect the 
outcome,” Paul says. “That’s the most 
exciting thing I see is how genomics can 
move our herd. You really can go in any 
direction you want.”

“In every decision we make, we are 
looking at how genomics will affect the 
outcome.”

Obtaining actual carcass data is still 
important, even with cutting-edge 
genomic data. This year, Rydeen Farms 
sent 65 steers to be fed out, and will be 
receiving scores and measurements on 
each. This data will be tied back to their 
breeding decisions, and each female. 
“We’re preaching carcass quality, but if 
we can’t prove it with our own steers it’s 
harder to tell our customers exactly what 
they will get,” Paul explains. “We want 
to see what our genetics are doing.” The 
Rydeen family has also adapted as EPD 
technology has improved, recalling the 

days when the genetic evaluation was only 
run a few times per year. Today, they take 
advantage of the International Genetic 
Solutions database, which updates weekly 
and also incorporates genomic data. Justis 
adds that all of this science and data is 
balanced with phenotype. “We want to 
keep an eye out for foot and udder quality, 
docility, and other attributes that may 
be tougher to measure, but you can see 
if you’re looking at them every day,” he 
says.

To meet the demand for performance 
and accelerate genetic progress, Rydeen 
Farms will flush standout heifers, often 
taking advantage of improved genetics 
years before they would traditionally be 
able to. ET work has been an important 
part of moving the cow herd forward; 
last year, they transferred a record of 130 
embryos. In a normal year, they will do 
around 75.

Considering the Customer 
The Rydeen family has been hosting 

their own sale for 27 years, and during this 
time, has forged important relationships 
with many longtime customers. “They’re 
such interesting people,” Lois shares. 
“Even our auctioneer has said that we have 

Rydeen, Cont’d from Page 6

Rydeen Farms’ customers are 
savvy, informed breeders. “They 
are watching EPD, and have 
shared that they are working.”

the best crowd at our sale.” (Continued 
from page 13) Success Simmental Their 
customers live throughout the country, 
with the largest concentration residing 
in Minnesota, North Dakota, and the 
surrounding states. Many are commercial 
producers, with herds ranging in size from 
under 20 to over 2,000. Recently, more 
fellow seedstock producers have been 
seeking out Rydeen genetics, which the 
family is very proud of.

Rydeen Farms’ customers are savvy, 
informed breeders. “They are watching 
EPD, and have shared that they are 
working.”

Throughout their time in the seedstock 
business, customer service has remained 
a priority. “If there is ever a problem, we 
fix it, no matter what,” Paul says. “We 
don’t mess around.” With such a wide 
range of customers, Rydeen Farms aims 
to make sure each bull offers convenience 
traits and performance. “We want as much 
spread as we can have,” Paul explains. “If 
we can have a negative birth weight and 
a top percentile for weaning and yearling 
weight, we try to.” Rydeen Farms’ 
customers are savvy, informed breeders. 
“They know our cattle really well,” Paul 
shares. “They are watching EPD, and have 
shared that they are working.” The Rydeen 
family has noted that customers spend a 
lot of time studying the sale catalog each 
year, preparing for the sale and weighing 
their potential breeding decisions. “They’ll 
even point out if there’s a mistake,” Lois 

Rydeen, Cont’d on Page 10
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FRIDAY FEB. 21, 2025
Kist Livestock, Mandan, ND • 1 p.m.

125 Bulls • 50 Bred Heifers
Red • Black • Simmental • SimAngusTM

Annual Production Sale:

dakotaxpress.com •  

Wade Staigle Family (701) 226-6464
Kevin Hansen Family (701) 720-6551

Contact us to be added to the mailing list

ND SIMMENTAL CLASSIC SALE
Dec. 14, 2024 • Kist Livestock • Mandan, ND

3 Black Heifers • 2 Red Heifers

Selling in the 
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laughs. Rydeen Farms is a member of Allied Genetic Resources, which offers third-party 
verification of economically relevant measures. Rydeen bulls are often marked with 
the Accredited Calving Ease (ACE), Accredited Terminal Mate (ATM), and Accredited 
Genomic Plus (G+) logos. In addition to EPD and genomic data, these measures tell the 
customer that a bull will help meet their desired goals. 

Moving Forward 
“We’re excited to be at this point, and where the future is going,” Paul shares. “We’re 

excited to be with a breed of cattle that we enjoy, that also has so much demand.” Lois, 
who worked in healthcare for many years, sees many parallels between her work in 
medicine and on the ranch. “I think genomics are just so interesting,” she shares. “When 
I left my position almost ten years ago, we were working really hard with genomics, and 
using them for more precise medical care and prescriptions. So that’s hand-in-glove with 
what we’re doing with the cattle.” Justis graduated from North Dakota State University 
with a degree in mechanical engineering, and worked in the field before returning to the 
ranch in 2020. He has since taken on more roles at the ranch, and enjoys looking into the 
future. “What’s fun is looking at animals in the pasture, and thinking about what you can 
do for the next generation. It’s fun to see the whole process,” he says. Paul is grounded 
by his family’s history in agriculture. “A lot of businesses don’t last 100 years, and 
ours has been here since 1897, almost 130 years,” he reflects. “That’s really something. 
We’ve had natural disasters, and generations before us have certainly had hard times, 
but we’ve weathered a lot of storms, and also tough times in the cattle business.” The 
Rydeen family has endured the ups and downs of the cattle business and the Simmental 
breed. Paul credits the ASA leadership with getting the breed to its current, competitive 
place in the industry. “I think that’s why we are where we are today, is because of people 
like Dr. Wade Shafer, and Jerry Lipsey making sure we were on track and focusing on 
where the industry wants us to be,” Paul concludes. 

Simmental genetics have been the focus 
at Rydeen Farm for decades. Paul has 
always enjoyed collecting and analyzing 
data on the cow herd.

Paul and Lois Rydeen talk data chute-side.

Paul, Lois (holding Inga), Claire and Chad 
Patel, and Justis.

Rydeen, Cont’d from Page 8
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remembering
KERRY HART
FREDERICK, SD • MAY 3, 1962 - JANUARY 31, 2024

Kerry Lynn Hart was born on May 3, 1962, to Charles and Ruth (Derry) Hart. He 
grew up in Frederick, SD and graduated from Frederick High School in 1980.

Kerry’s passion for farming and cattle was evident from an early age. As a child, 
he was a member of the Frederick Sod Busters 4-H Club and The National Junior 
Simmental Association, which is where his special love for Simmental Cattle 
began. He was a member of the Frederick Methodist Church, American Simmental 
Association, American Angus Association, American Charolais Association, National 
Farmers Union, Jim River Rider Association, Aberdeen Horse Association and 
National Quarter Horse Association.

On September 24, 1983, Kerry married Mara Albrecht at the Columbia 
Congregational Church. They made their home just a mile South of where he was 
born, raised, farmed, and ranched. Kerry and Mara were extremely involved in their 
children’s activities which involved basketball and high school and college rodeo. 
Kerry, alongside his siblings, raised horses so naturally he encouraged them to 
participate in team penning, cow-horse competitions, along with showing cattle. The 
rescue race was his absolute favorite. For 37 years straight Kerry took the annual trip 
to the National Western Stock Show and received many national championships. He 
was a true master of his craft and instilled that same drive and determination into his 
children and his wife, who loved tagging along with Kerry to many years of bull sales 
and cattle shows.

Kerry was a trickster and loved watching the expression on the unsuspecting 
recipient. The apple did not fall far from the tree as his father Charlie, loved a great 
joke. My favorite prank was the life sized cut out of Pamela Anderson he displayed 
in his pen one year in Denver, she was the talk of the yards. He has a special love 
of geology (not the subject) just the rocks he found for his mother to cut up and 
fashion into furniture. Whenever he and Mara would travel, they always made the 
extra time to do a little rock hounding. This was an extra special family affair they all 
appreciated, and it was a big competition to find the very best rocks. Kerry had a true 
zest for life and lived it fully. He was definitely a rebel at heart and very tough and 
showed his children to fear nothing. He would always tell them, “What do we eat - 
nails, what do we spit out – barb wire!”

His intense work ethic was rewarded with Farm Family of the year in 2017 and the 
Golden Book Award, which is the highest honor the National American Simmental 
Association bestows on individuals that make a tremendous impact on its community 
and reinforces a positive future in the industry.

Kerry went peacefully to his maker on Wednesday, January 31, 2024.
Grateful for having shared Kerry’s life are his wife Mara Hart; beloved dog, Max; 

children: Justin (Jessica) Hart, Travis (Shelby) Hart, and Jamie Hart (Brandon Lewis); 
grandchildren: Braelyn, Zoie, Jaxon, Paislee, and Greyson Hart; siblings: Barbara 
(Laverne) Kopetsky, Bruce (Irene) Hart, Linda (Chuck) Phelps, Charlene (Mike) 
Bonano, and Brad (Shawn) Hart; father and mother-in-law, Wilbur and Judy Albrecht; 
sister-in-law, Cherie (Mickey) Johnson; and brother-in-law: Shad Albrecht; and very 
special partners in crime, Troy and Karla Engelhart. Preceding Kerry in death are 
his parents Charles and Ruth Hart; sister: Wanda Franz Vik; niece, Lori Franz; and 
nephew, Scott Franz.

The Hart family is proud to announce the 
establishment of the Kerry Hart Memorial 
Scholarship. In memory of Kerry Hart, they 
are offering a $1,500 scholarship to one 
outstanding American Junior Simmental 
Association member who is competing in a 
national level contest.

Kerry Hart was a dedicated member 
of the AJSA community, known for his 
passion, commitment, and contributions 
to the youth. This scholarship aims to 
continue Kerry’s legacy by supporting the 
next generation of AJSA members in their 
educational and professional endeavors.

Kerry was a born cattleman, with 
Final Bloom in his veins! His passion for 
Simmental cattle was an obsession (a very 
good obsession). He had 4 favorite times 
of the year - not birthdays or anniversaries 
here! They were the day the first baby calf 
hit the ground; Denver Stock Shows back 
in the 80’s and 90’s; our annual bull sale 
and the first day the cows went to pasture! 
It didn’t matter rain or shine, sleet or 
snow, sick or healthy, he ate and breathed 
Simmental cattle. When he won National 
Junior Grand Champion Showmanship 
at Wichita, SK, he received a belt buckle 
and a hat pin. Those two things were his 
most favorite possessions besides his kids, 
grandkids and Harts Hollywood E707. May 
the recipient of this memorial scholarship 
find as much pure join for the Simmental 
breed as Kerry did.

The winner of the first scholarship is 
Jordyn Falkenstine, Franklin, NE. The 
award was presented to Falkenstine at 
the Western Regional Junior Simmental 
Association show. The show was held in 
Billings, MT in June.

Jordyn Falkenstine, Franklin, NE
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“SUCCESS only comes before WORK in the dictionary...
100X Ranch Fleckvieh WORK for your SUCCESS.” 

ELITE GENETICS FOCUSING ON:
X 100% Fleckvieh Fullblood Simmental
X Polled and horned genetics
X Dilution free
X Open country structural integrity
X Longevity from the breeds best cow families
X Proven on both Commercial and Seedstock herds
X Private treaty – time developed, ranch raised 
 2 year old bulls available
X Semen available on select Herdsires and Embryos 
 from an extensive Donor program

Jamie Guttormson 701-833-8509 • Guttormj@outlook.com • Velva, ND

Visitors always welcome!
COMING SOON!
Our Website is in 

development with our 
complete offerings!

Sibelle Pol 
Amazone 

41L
Homozygous Polled

Dilution Free
REG#145032
03/07/2023

Sire: BMS POL 
ATLANTIS 40E

Dam: SIBELLE POL 
CROCUS 20D\HP-HOP

High selling female 
at $37,000 at the 
Eastern Harvest 

Sale 2024!

Fleckvieh Genetics raised in “Cowboy” countryFleckvieh Genetics raised in “Cowboy” country

Clearwater Rigs 4J
Herdsire

BLL Bourbon Street 155J
Herdsire

Rugged R Cavill 7079E
Herdsire • Proven calving 

ease specialist! 

100X Bandit 0041H
Herdsire walking at 
TCBO Farms, AR

100X Ranch v2 Simmenteller Nov 2024.indd   1100X Ranch v2 Simmenteller Nov 2024.indd   1 10/15/24   6:56 AM10/15/24   6:56 AM
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PROFITABILITY: We all need 
to be sustainable. Our manage-
ment style excludes unnecessary 
supplements and highlights our 
most profitable cow families.

LONGEVITY: We develop our 
cattle slowly. More time with our 
sale cattle eliminates issues, and 
what you buy will last longer.

INTEGRITY: We stand behind 
our cattle. We offer an honest set 
of cattle, and it’s allowed us to be 
in business for over 20 years.

Why Bichler Simmentals?

DOUG & MARIA BICHLER • Linton, N.D.
Home: 701 254-4306 • Cell: 701 226-4068

www.bichlersimmentals.com •  /Bichler Simmentals

1 P.M. • AT THE RANCH
LINTON, N.D.

65 Bulls • 45 Bred Heifers
Also featuring Commercial Bred Heifers 

from our customers!

20th Annual Production Sale

Nov. 18, 2024

Give us a call today!

BCLR CAPTIVATE L29 • ASA# 4279078

LOT 4

BCLR CAPTIVATE L32 • ASA# 4279222

LOT 7

BCLR CAPTIVATE L179 • ASA# 4279199

LOT 19

BCLR CAPTIVATE L13 • ASA# 4279080

LOT 30

BCLR CAPTIVATE L16 • ASA# 4279076

LOT 33

BCLR TUXEDO L434 • ASA# 4279046

LOT 45

BCLR FIRESTEEL L7 • ASA# 4279218

LOT 62

BCLR TUXEDO L588 • ASA# 4279063

LOT 65

BCLR MISS FORGE L379 • ASA# 4279145

LOT 74

BCLR MISS TUXEDO L385 • ASA# 4279149

LOT 82

BCLR MISS PURSUIT L359 • ASA# 4279112

LOT 86

BCLR MISS TUXEDO L390 • ASA# 4279163

LOT 101

BCLR MISS INCOGNITO L350 • ASA# 4279053

ROCKIN H CAPTIVATE J75 •ASA# 3991776 
Selling over 25 sons! Our Captivate sons have more frame and performance with-

out sacrificing calving ease. They also have excellent dispositions.

LOT 105
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remembering
ORVILLE DECKERT
DEVILS LAKE, ND • OCTOBER 3, 1928 - MAY, 22, 2024

Orville Deckert, a dedicated rancher 
and beloved family man, passed away 
at his home in Devils Lake, ND on 
Wednesday, May 22, 2024 surrounded by 
his loving family. 

He was born on October 3, 1928, at 
home on the farm 6 miles south of Arena 
in Burleigh County, Harriet Township, 
ND, the son of William and Lena (Ensz) 
Deckert. Orville’s passion for ranching 
blossomed at a young age when he 
purchased his first heifer calf and took 
over the family farm at 16 years of age. 
This marked the beginning of a lifelong 
journey filled with love for his cattle and 
dedication to his craft.

In addition to his successful career 
in ranching, Orville found love and 
companionship with Maria Hiebert, 
whom he married on June 1, 1955, at the 
Mennonite Zion Church near the ranch. 
Their love story was blessed with nearly 
69 years of unwavering devotion and 
support for each other.

Throughout his life, Orville’s faith in 
the Lord was steady, and he was baptized 
in the Mennonite Zion Church—a 
moment that brought great pride to him. 
He also excelled in various leadership 
roles within his church, the community, 
and agricultural associations and 
boards;  the Minnesota Valley Breeders 
Association, American Simmental 
Association , United Bank ,  Harriet 
Township supervisor, and the  Burleigh 
County Township Officers Association. 
He also led the Harriet Hustlers 4-H 

Club for 30 years. He was an active 
member of the Mennonite Zion Church. 
He participated on the church board and 
often sang in various groups with his 
siblings. He supported missions at home 
and abroad, was a member of the Gideon 
Society, and served on the FaHoCha Bible 
Conference Board.

Orville’s love for horses, deer hunting, 
fishing, playing board games, and solving 
puzzles added richness and joy to his life 
outside of ranching. His warm smile and 
kind heart touched all who knew him. He 
was a man of few words but immense 
actions, always there for his family and 
friends when they needed him the most.

Orville is survived by his loving wife 
Maria of nearly 69 years; children: 
Jeffrey (Theresa) Deckert, Desiree 
(Fred) Schmidt, Justin (Carrie) Deckert, 
Jason (Paula) Deckert, DoRae (Jeremy) 
Wulbecker; grandchildren: Jonathan 
(Andrea) Deckert, Larisa (Eric) 
Netterlund, Jared (Emily) Deckert, Joseph 
(Neva) Deckert/ Tyler (Renae) Schmidt, 
Trevor (Kristen) Schmidt, Danica (Adrian) 
Suarez, Kyle (Janna) Schmidt/ Jaden 
(Kelsey), Paige (fiancé Alex), Jaxon 
Deckert/  Darica, Jacen, Ellie Deckert/  
Marcus, Josiah, Maria, Eben Wulbecker; 
twenty-four great-grandchildren; many 
nieces and nephews; many other cherished 
family members and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents 
William and Lena Deckert, seven siblings 
with their spouses: Art (Ethel) Deckert, 
George (Ann) Deckert, Lillian (Dave) 

Buller, Elma (Ray) Hinkel, Henry (Doris 
Jean) Deckert, Bernard (Ruth) Deckert, 
and Burnette (John) Teske, several nieces 
and nephews, in-laws Heinrich and 
Maria Hiebert, and life-long friend, Dale 
Nitzche.

The memories Orville leaves behind 
will forever be treasured by those whose 
lives he touched. His legacy of hard work, 
love for family, and commitment to faith 
will continue to inspire generations to 
come.

May he rest in peace knowing he made a 
lasting impact on all who had the privilege 
of knowing him. 

L to R: Justin Deckert, Orville Deckert 
and Jaxon Deckert.
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Check out our ND State Simmental Sale Offering
Selling December 14th!

Save the Date!
43rd Annual KSR Production Sale

KSR Milly 4490M
PB Open Heifer #4412983

DOB: 03/05/2024

KSR Lou 459L
PB Bred Heifer #4346358

AI Safe to JC MR Pontiac D114K 
(4029546) with bull calf, 

due 2/21/25. 

KSR Molly 4496M
PB Open Heifer #4412982

DOB: 03/20/2024

Offering progeny from:
OMF Epic E27

KRJ Dakota Outlaw G974
LTS HOTZ Top Shelf 5J

RUBYS Guardian 1J1
& More!

KRJ Dakota Outlaw G974 - 3632499 OMF Epic E27 - 3317371

Trey Klain: 701-531-2008          klainsimmentalranch.com          Durnell Klain: 701-720-1316

02.01.25

JC MR Pontiac D114K - 4029546

Ruso, ND

Six Mile Private Stock 32H - 4108702

Plus bred heifers serviced to:

Simmental Ranch

KSR_NDSimmentalScene.indd   1KSR_NDSimmentalScene.indd   1 10/18/2024   12:39:46 PM10/18/2024   12:39:46 PM
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The North Dakota Simmental Association has scheduled the 2024 Classic 
Sale for Dec. 14, 2024. The sale will be held at Kist Livestock in Mandan, North 
Dakota. As in the past, the sale will follow the North Dakota Red Angus Red Select 
Sale which is scheduled to start at 11:00 AM Central Standard Time. The offering 
will include hand selected bred and open heifers as well as semen and embryo lots 
that will be selected from top programs in the region. The past Classic Sales have 
been very successful with cattle selling to several states and Canada! 

A block of rooms is reserved at the Baymont Inn & Suites, which will be the sale 
headquarters as well as the site for the North Dakota Simmental Association Annual 
Banquet which will be held on Dec. 13, 2024. For reservations contact the Baymont 
Inn & Suites and ask for the North Dakota Simmental Association Block Rate. The 
Reservation number is 701-663-7401 For more information go to the North Dakota 
Simmental Association website which is www.northdakotasimmental.com 

2024 ND SIMMENTAL ASSOC 
SCHEDULES CLASSIC SALE

ANNUAL MEETING
Kist Livestock
1715 40th AvQe SE
Mandan, ND 58554
701-663-9573
www.kistlivestockauction.com

FRIDAY, DEC. 13, 2024
TIME EVENT LOCATION
All Day Cattle on display

Kist Livestock, 
Mandan11:00 Lunch

Noon Annual Meeting
5:00 p.m. Social at Baymont Inn, 

Mandan6:00 p.m. Banquet at

SATURDAY, DEC. 14, 2024
TIME EVENT LOCATION
8:00 a.m. Viewing of sale cattle

Kist Livestock, 
Mandan

11:00 a.m. Lunch
11:00 a.m. ND Red Angus Sale
1:00 p.m. ND Simmental 

Classic Sale

HEADQUARTER HOTEL
Baymont Inn & Suites Mandan
2611 Old Trail NW
Mandan, ND 58554
701-663-7401

The 14th Annual SD Simmental Source Sale will be held online at Show Circuit 
Online Sales on Saturday, Dec. 14th. During that day, many of the cattle will be on 
display at Geppert’s Rock Creek Livestock, near Mitchell. The new format will allow 
consigners to access buyers throughout the country to increase sales opportunities. The 
website address to view and bid on the sale is https://www.sconlinesales.com.

For more information about the sale, contact SD Simmental Board of Director, Brett 
Tostenson at (320) 226-3915 or email tostensonfamilycattle@gmail.com.

The SD Simmental Association will also host their annual meeting and banquet on 
Saturday, Dec. 14th at the Highland Conference Center. The social begins at 5:30 pm 
with supper to begin at 6:30 and the meeting to start at 7:30 pm. 

There is a room block available at the Comfort Inn. Please call 605-990-2400 for 
reservations. Here is a great opportunity to meet with fellow breeders and celebrate the 
2024 award winners. We hope to see you there.

South Dakota Simmental Association 
has a Futurity program for eligible youth. 
To qualify heifers must be purchased from 
a state sponsored sale. For steers to qualify 
they must be bought from a South Dakota 
breeder. Futurity forms can be found 
online www.sdsimmental.com. Completed 
forms and entry fees can be mailed to 
Amber Blagg, PO Box 294, Salem SD 
57058. Futurity animals have a separate 
show at the SD Summer Spotlight in 
July. For questions or further information 
contact Amber at amberblagg@gmail.com

SD SIMMENTAL ASSOC. 
FUTURITY PROGRAM

SD SIMMENTAL ASSOC TO HOST ANNUAL 
MEETING, BANQUET AND SALE

SATURDAY, DEC. 14, 2024
TIME EVENT LOCATION
All Day Cattle on display Geppert’s Rock Creek Livestock, Mitchell SD

Online Sale SC Online
5:30 p.m. Social

Highland Conference Center, Mitchell, SD6:30 p.m. Banquet
7:30 p.m Annual Meeting



21November, 2024



22 November, 2024

Ranching is an all-hands-on-deck 
way of life for the Maddock family of 
Maddock, N.D. The fourth-generation 
ranch started with Brian and Vicki 
Maddock in 1988, and now includes 
sons Travis and Shane, along with their 
respective wives, Mistte and Lindsay.

The operation is home to the family’s 
commercial breeding herd, a grass-based 
yearling operation and a custom-grazing 
enterprise. Maddock Ranch also carries 
on a tradition of summer calving when the 
cattle are out on grass.

Family comes first for the Maddocks, 
and their sustainable agriculture 
commitment is rooted in family values, 
they say. The ranch’s latest venture — 
Maddock Ranch Supply — showcases 
their commitment to their family and 
community.

DIVERSIFYING RANCH
The Maddock family assumed 

ownership of the former Lautt’s Feed in 
Harvey, N.D., in December 2024, as a 
way to diversify their ranch income. The 
opportunity came about when Dave Lautt 
was looking to retire and listed his supply 
store for sale.

“It was mentioned to us that Lautt was 
looking to sell his farm supply, and would 

RANCHERS TURN SHOPKEEPERS TO 
DIVERSIFY OPERATION

By Sarah McNaughton, Editor, Dakota Farmer 
Originally published in Dakota Farmer, October 4, 2024
Photo credit: Sarah McNaughton

we ever think of buying it?” says Lindsay 
Maddock, the store’s primary operator. 
“After we discussed it with the family 
and gave Dave a call, he answered the 
phone and said, ‘You’re the call I’ve been 
waiting for,’ and that kind of settled it.”

Aside from the financial opportunity 
with the business, Maddock says another 
part of their decision was to keep 
essentials available to local producers. 
“We needed this place here,” she says. 
“A lot of people have come to rely on the 
doors being open for pharmaceuticals, 
animal health, fencing supplies — all of 
those things.”

Lautt still gives advice when needed to 
the new owners, and Maddock says being 
able to call on his expertise brings peace 
of mind.

“He’s been a great mentor through the 
transitions,” Maddock says. “It’s put my 
nerves at ease, and we can refer back to 
him on bigger orders, like for calving 
season, to know we’re covered.”

Go-to supply store
Nearly everything a rancher could need 

can be found on the shelves of Maddock 
Ranch Supply. With brands like Ritchie, 
Gallagher, Hubbard Feeds, Merck, Show-
Rite and Zoetis, each operation can find 
the parts and services they need right in 

the community.
Part of the family’s decision to buy 

the supply store, Maddock says, was that 
they were already dealers for several of 
its products, including RioMax feed tubs. 
“When we really like the products that are 
a good fit for us, this is a good place to 
offer them to other ranchers,” she explains.

 Maddock says every product offered in 
the shop has been used on their operation. 
“We proudly vouch for each fencing 
supply, animal health product and pair of 
boots we offer,” she says.

In addition to the ranch and feed 
supplies, the store offers something 
special to their customers. A variety of 
beef cuts from their own cattle. “We’ve 
been offering our meat to the area already, 
so it’s nice to get it out into the area, and 
this gives us a new audience to provide 
to,” she says. Their children also offer 
farm-fresh eggs from their chickens to 
customers.

With multiple generations and families 
involved in the ranch, Maddock says 
increasing and diversifying revenue is 
always a priority. “You have to figure out 
new streams of cash flow,” she explains. 

Maddock Ranch Supply, 
Cont’d on Page 24
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LFE 623K

LFE 637K LFE 640K

LFE 651K LFE 652K

ZAFT 9L

LFE 2131K

TRK 80L

LFE 614K

40th Annual Bull Sale 
February 22, 2025

Angus AngusAngus

LFE 11LLFE 75L

Kyle Lewis
780-220-9188

Ken Lewis
780-818-3829

Leading Ladies Female Sale  
December 5, 2024 @ 5:30 pm
Spruce Grove, AB   With guest consignors Triangle K & TZ Livestock

www. l ew i s fa rms. ca

Rust Primetime x LFE 28J (Dynasty)

LFE 8L
LFE 384J x LFE 2C (Red Mountain) Caliber x LFE 641C (Bounty)

Loyalty x LFE 643G (Beast Mode)

Stratton x IPU 117F (Red Deputy)Stratton x IPU 117F (Red Deputy)

R Plus Mandate x LRPS 123H ( Sochi)

Game Night x LFE 608F (SAV Sensation)

SRH Hannibal x LFE 89J (Beast Mode)

Brooking Sooner x LFE 600H (Attractive)

Heavy Hitter x LFE 632F ( Riddler)

On Offer:
38 Black Simmentals
18 Red Simmentals
14 Angus

Brooking Sooner x Density

“Our ranch is three families, and we want to build something for the next generation. We 
have four kids; Travis and Mistte have two kids. We want to leave a legacy for them if 
they want to pursue it.”

With many businesses going corporate, she says it’s refreshing to keep up the family-
business atmosphere first created by Lautt. Maddock is the primary operator of the 
supply store, with assistance from Shane.

“You can’t always find that family-run business setting, and that’s what we are, and 
that’s what Dave was too,” she says. “That allows me to be the day-to-day person here at 
the store.”

RANCHER-TO-RANCHER ADVICE
With many operations looking to diversify their revenue, Maddock gives some 

firsthand insight. “I definitely don’t have it all figured out,” she says. “We’re still 
learning every day. But as long as you have your goal, you’re able to figure out a way to 
make it work.”

Filling a need in the local community, like the Maddock family did, is another way 
to ensure success with a new venture. “A lot of people want to buy local and support 
family businesses, and we want to be there for the ranchers to do that,” she says. “There 
aren’t a lot of businesses out there that cater to the regenerative-agriculture crowd, and 
that’s really our bread and butter on the ranch,” she says of how their work on the ranch 
can assist their customers. “Not only do we offer products for everyone, but we can also 
offer that experience and knowledge to those producers.”

One of their latest additions is opening a supply outlet for fencing supplies in Towner, 
N.D., easing access for customers in the surrounding area. Wood posts, T-posts, wire and 
fiberglass tanks are among the offerings at the second outlet, Kramer Ranch Fencing.

Looking forward, Maddock hopes to continue to grow the quality and variety of 
products they offer to Harvey and surrounding communities. This includes adding 
pet food for town residents and now online ordering through their website at 
maddockranchsupply.com.

Maddock Ranch Supply, Cont’d from Page 22

Beggars Diamond V Simmental.........................IFC
100X Ranch.............................................................. 13
3C Christensen Ranch........................................... BC
Bichler Simmental............................................. 14-15
Dakota XPress Simmental Group.........................9
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Klain Simmental Ranch......................................... 19
Lazy C Diamond Ranch.................................... 16-17
Lewis Farms.............................................................25
Maddock Ranch Supply........................................ 31
Martin-Trudeau Insurance....................................23
MRL .......................................................................... 27
ND Simmental Classic Sale.....................................2
NLC Simmental Ranch.......................................... BC
Rendevous Simmental.......................................... 21
SD Source Sale...........................................................3
Solsaa Angus............................................................ 11
Stavick Simmental...................................................5
Thyen Simmentals.................................................. 11
Traxinger Simmental........................................... IBC
United Printing.......................................................32
Wild Rose Cattle Co................................................. 7
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Lee:  (306) 483-8067
Dave:  (306) 483-8660
Jim:  (306) 483-7986

Sale Barn: (306) 928-2011
F: (306) 928-2027
E: mrl@sasktel.net

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone that participated in our Fall Female Sale 
and Annual Bull Sale this past spring. We are honoured to have many of the 
most progressive seed stock and commercial outfits in North America source 
their genetics right here at the ranch year after year.

MRL   HERDBUILDERS
EDIT IONfeaturing2024

REGISTERED JANUARY-FEBRUARY CALVING BRED HEIFERS

REGISTERED MARCH-APRIL CALVING BRED HEIFERS

14DECEMBER
2024

RED & BLACK SIMMENTAL
RED & BLACK ANGUS

80
60
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The 2024 ND Simmental Scene Scholarship winner is Teagen Erbele. Erbele, daughter of 
Gabriel & Shanon Erbele of Lehr, ND. Erbele is currently a senior at Napoleon High School. 
She is active in FFA, 4H and her local worship youth group, as well as working on the family 
farm. She enjoys the animal science side of her family’s cattle operation where she helps 
with artificial insemination and ultrasounding. She also worked for an artificial insemination 
technician last summer and got to learn so much about the process. Erbele plans to attend 
NDSU to major in agriculture education and minor in animal science. Congratulations Teagan!

The 2024 ND Simmental Association Scholarship winner is Andrew “Drew” Anderson, son 
of Todd and Liz Anderson of Milnor, ND. Anderson is a senior at Lisbon Public School. He is 
active in football, wrestling, FFA, ND Junior Simmental Association and the ND Junior Points 
Show Association, as well as working for Dahl Farms. He believes that being a farmer/rancher 
is something that he was born to do, as he plans to expand the registered side of the cattle 
operation so that his family can have an annual production sale. Anderson plans to attend Lake 
Region State College to earn an associate degree in Precision Agriculture and then join the 
family partnership to work with his dad and sister. Congratulations Drew!

ERBELE AND ANDERSON AWARDED SCHOLARSHIPS

Andrew “Drew” 
Anderson

Teagen Erbele

2024 SOUTH DAKOTA HEIFER 
GRANT APPLICATION

YOUTH ELIGIBLE FOR THESE 
GRANTS SHOULD MEET THE 
FOLLOWING CRITERIA: 

1. Be a current member of the SD Junior 
Simmental Association and a resident of 
South Dakota. (Annual membership fee of 
$10 may be sent with Grant Application) 

2. Age: Must be at least 8 years old on 
January 1, 2024 and not older than 21 
years on January 1, 2024 

3. Must agree to attempt to show the 
heifer in the upcoming Futurity Heifer 
show at the SD Summer Spotlight; your 
local SD county fair; and the 2025 SD 
State Fair Junior Heifer Show with the 
co-signature of parent or guardian to aid in 
the exhibit of heifer in these shows. 

4. Must be able to provide an amount at 
least equal to or greater than the amount of 
the grant to purchase a heifer. 

5. Must purchase a heifer from the 2025 
SD Simmental Source Sale, 2025 Sioux 
Empire Farm Show Simmental Sale, 2025 
Watertown Winter Farm Show Simmental 
Sale, 2025 Black Hills Stock Show 
Simmental Sale. 

6. Recipient agrees to abide by rules of 
the Futurity Show and the 4-H Code of 
Ethics. 

HEIFER GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR ND AND SD JUNIORS

7. Recipient of grant must have the 
bidder number registered in their name at 
the sale. We will not transfer grants. 

8. Non-compliance with the Grant Rules 
(by recipients) may affect future chances 
to receive a grant. All grants will be $500. 

GRANT RECIPIENTS MUST BE 
PRESENT AT THE SALE IN ORDER 
TO RECEIVE & USE THE GRANT. 
Application must be completed by 
applicant only in their own handwriting. 
Grants are not limited to one time.

Application deadline is Dec. 1, 2024. 
Grant recipients will be announced prior 
to Dec. 10, 2024.

The application is available online 
at https://www.sdsimmental.com/
sdjuniorsimmental or contact Amber 
Blagg at amberblagg@gmail.com

2024 NORTH DAKOTA 
SIMMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
HEIFER GRANT APPLICATION 

YOUTH ELIGIBLE FOR THIS 
GRANT MUST MEET THE 
FOLLOWING CRITERIA: 

1. Current member of the ND Junior 
Simmental Association (membership dues 
are $10 and can be sent with the grant 
application)

The ND and SD Simmental Association are each sponsoring Heifer Grants for junior members of their respective associations. 
Applicants must be a member of their state junior Simmental associations. Cost of membership is $10. 

The grant programs were started in an effort to interest youth in starting or adding to their Simmental herd and to encourage youth to 
promote Simmental cattle. 

While the programs are similar, they do have some differences. The criteria for each program for each state are outlined below. The 
full applications can be found on their respective state websites.

2. As of January 1, 2024 applicant must 
be at least 8 years old and not older than 
21

3. Junior member must use the awarded 
grant money to purchase an open heifer or 
a bred heifer at the ND State Simmental 
Sale held at Kist Livestock, Mandan ND 
on December 14, 2024

4. Embryo lots do not qualify for grant 
money

5. Recipient of the grant money must be 
present at the sale in order to use the grant 
money

6. Open heifers purchased through the 
grant program are eligible for the current 
junior incentive program if the junior 
owner chooses to show the heifer that was 
purchased with the grant money

7. Junior member must be able to 
provide the remaining funds to pay for the 
heifer that they wish to purchase

8. Award grants are worth $250 and will 
be paid directly to Kist Livestock

9. Award recipients will be notified prior 
to the sale

The grant application can be found at 
www.northdakotasimmental.com, click on 
junior tab. Deadline to submit applications 
is December 1, 2024.
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Lee:  (306) 483-8067
Dave:  (306) 483-8660
Jim:  (306) 483-7986

Sale Barn: (306) 928-2011
F: (306) 928-2027
E: mrl@sasktel.net

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone that participated in our Fall Female Sale 
and Annual Bull Sale this past spring. We are honoured to have many of the 
most progressive seed stock and commercial outfits in North America source 
their genetics right here at the ranch year after year.
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The North Dakota Stockmen’s 
Association (NDSA) and North Dakota 
Stockmen’s Foundation (NDSF) have 
teamed up to support cattle ranchers who 
suffered significant losses in wildfires in 
the northwest and other places across the 
state this month. Drought conditions and 
nearly 80-mile-an-hour winds created 
a lethal combination and exacerbated a 
multitude of fires that ignited across North 
Dakota on October 5, 2024.

An estimated 100,000 acres burned 
in the October fires that, in some cases, 
lasted almost two weeks. Livestock 
industry losses included pasture, hay, 
stored feed, fences, buildings, farmsteads 
and livestock. Sadly, the fires also claimed 
two human lives. More livestock losses 
are expected to mount over time as 
pneumonia and other disease set in from 
smoke inhalation and burns.

“It’s hard to imagine what these 
producers are going through right now,” 
said NDSA President Randy Schmitt, a 
Rugby, N.D., cow-calf producer. “The 
fires have impacted their homes, their 
livestock, their communities, their whole 
world – everything they hold dear. Plus, 
until there’s substantial moisture to 
dissipate the chance for flare-ups, they live 
with the fear of fire starting up again.”

To help North Dakota cattlemen and 
women offset losses from these destructive 
fires and the challenges that are sure to 
linger long after the last flame is put out, 
the non-profit organizations launched the 
Out of the Ashes Wildfire Disaster Relief 
Program.

ExxonMobil presented the North 

ND STOCKMEN’S ASSOCIATION AND 
FOUNDATION TO PROVIDE WILDFIRE AID, 
LAUNCH DISASTER RELIEF FUND

Dakota Stockmen’s Association (NDSA) 
and North Dakota Stockmen’s Foundation 
(NDSF) with a $100,000 contribution 
toward the Out of the Ashes Wildfire 
Disaster Relief Program.

“Our thoughts are with everyone 
affected by these devastating wildfires,” 
said Kevin Gant, ExxonMobil Bakken 
operations manager. “We hope this 
contribution will provide support to our 
neighbors during this challenging time. 
We are proud to be part of the local 
community, and we’re committed to 
continuing to be a responsible operator 
and partner in the communities where we 
operate.”

“The outpouring of support for those 
who have been impacted by the wildfires 
has been amazing,” said NDSA President 
Randy Schmitt, a Rugby, N.D., cow-calf 
producer. “We appreciate ExxonMobil’s 
generosity and that of all those who have 
reached out to help in a time of great 
need.”

“Many suffered devastating losses in the 
wildfires,” added NDSF President Jason 
Leiseth, an Arnegard, N.D., cow-calf 
producer whose own ranch was in the line 
of fire, but narrowly missed. “With the 
help of partners like ExxonMobil, we hope 
to help rekindle hope for those who were 
impacted.”

The NDSA and NDSF kickstarted 
the Out of the Ashes Wildfire Disaster 
Relief Program with $50,000 of their own 
funds. Since then, the disaster fund has 
already grown by nearly $250,000 and has 
approximately 80 unique donors.

For those wishing to help, monetary 

contributions to the Out of the Ashes 
Wildfire Disaster Relief Program can 
be made in two ways: 1) Checks can 
be made to the NDSF with “Out of the 
Ashes” written in the memo and sent to 
4520 Ottawa St., Bismarck, ND 58503; 
or 2) Credit card gifts can be made online 
by clicking here. The gifts will be pooled 
and distributed in their entirety to North 
Dakota cattle ranchers this winter through 
an application and nomination process. A 
committee comprised of fellow ranchers 
will review the applications and distribute 
the funds to those most in need.

Application and nomination forms 
for the disaster relief program will be 
available at the end of the month at www.
ndstockmen.org.

The NDSF is a 501(c)3 charitable 
organization, so gifts can be deducted as 
charitable contributions for income tax 
purposes. For more information about the 
Out of the Ashes Wildfire

 Application and nomination forms 
for the disaster relief program will be 
available at www.ndstockmen.org.

 The NDSA is a 95-year-old beef cattle 
producers’ trade organization that works to 
unite, protect, promote, educate and serve 
the state’s beef industry. The NDSF is a 
charitable organization that supports the 
beef industry with scholarship, leadership, 
promotion, research and building 
projects and disaster relief. Together, the 
organizations have distributed more than 
three-quarters of a million dollars in direct 
aid to cattle producers recovering from 
catastrophic floods, blizzards and wildfires 
since 2009.
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The North Dakota Stockmen’s 
Association (NDSA) awarded 36-
year member Russ Danielson with the 
organization’s most prestigious award, the 
Top Hand Award, at the banquet during its 
annual convention in Bismarck, N.D., this 
evening. The Top Hand Award recognizes 
Danielson’s dedication to the betterment of 
the beef cattle industry. Danielson joined 
the exclusive class of cattle producers who 
have received this elite award over the 
NDSA’s 95-year history when he accepted 
his bronze statue tonight.

Danielson grew up on a diversified 
farm in Barnes County near Cuba, N.D. 
His grandfather homesteaded the farm in 
1884 when he came to the United States 
from Sweden, and Danielson still owns 
that land today. He went to kindergarten 
through eighth grade 2 miles south of 
their home in Cuba, before attending and 
graduating from Valley City High School. 
Danielson went on to North Dakota State 
University (NDSU), majoring in animal 
husbandry. 

While he was a student at NDSU, 
Danielson worked at the NDSU Beef Unit 
and learned more about the beef cattle 
industry in North Dakota. It was during 
that time Danielson developed a passion 
for the industry.

After graduation in December 1964, 
Danielson completed his National Guard 
training and subsequently joined NDSU’s 
Animal Science Department faculty 
in 1965 and became the university’s 
beef herdsman. He served in that 
capacity until 1973, when he assumed a 
teaching position. Throughout his career 
as an associate professor, he taught 
Introduction to Animal Science, Meat 
Animal Production and Beef Industry and 
Production Systems courses; he was the 
faculty adviser for the NDSU Judging 
Club and Saddle & Sirloin Club; and was 
a student adviser for undergraduate animal 
science and equine majors, advising more 
than 1,000 students in his career. He also 
established the university’s purebred 
Simmental herd in 1978.

Overseeing the popular Little 
International was one of Danielson’s 
favorite duties. Counting his own years 

DANIELSON NAMED NORTH DAKOTA
STOCKMEN’S ASSOCIATION TOP HAND

as an NDSU student and Little “I” 
participant, Danielson was part of more 
than 50 Little Internationals. 

Danielson noted the changes in the 
university system from the time he 
attended school until the end of his 
teaching tenure. “Early in the 1960s, there 
was one female in NDSU’s College of 
Agriculture,” said Danielson. “That is a 
very large contrast to where the NDSU 
Animal Science Department is today, 
with more than half of the enrollees being 
female. It is extraordinary.” His broad 
industry knowledge, genuine interest in 
students and unassuming nature made 
him a favorite instructor of many NDSU 
students — in some cases, for two 
generations. Danielson retired from NDSU 
in 2010 after 44 years.

He and his wife Helen are still avid 
supporters of the NDSU Animal Sciences 
Department, awarding a scholarship 
in their name to animal science majors 
who are actively involved in the Saddle 
& Sirloin Club, have demonstrated 
leadership qualities, maintain a 3.0 grade 
point average (GPA) and have participated 
or plan to participate in livestock or meats 
judging programs.

Now, Danielson works as a 
SimSpecialist for the American Simmental 
Association (ASA). He attends production 
sales in North Dakota, South Dakota 
and Minnesota as a contract worker. He 
discusses ASA programs and the latest 
science and technology programs in the 
beef industry with ranchers in that role.

Danielson stays actively involved 
in several beef industry organizations, 
including the NDSA. “Thirty-six years 
ago, I became an NDSA member after 
working with former NDSA Executive 
Vice Presidents Clair Michels and 
Wade Moser during the International 
Performance Steer Classic in Valley City, 
N.D.,” he said. Since then, he has served 
on the NDSA’s Mentoring Program 
Advisory Committee and North Dakota 
Junior Beef Expo Planning Committee. 
Danielson initiated the Junior Beef Expo, 
along with Jerry Effertz of Velva, N.D., 
by pulling together planners to create the 
multi-breed junior beef field day for North 

Dakota.
He has also served on the National 

Cattlemen’s Beef Association Research 
Committee, the North Star Classic and 
the North Dakota Winter Show Livestock 
Committee. He was the secretary-treasurer 
of the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of 
Fame and the North Dakota Livestock 
Endowment Foundation and chaired 
the Winter Show’s steer shows and 
Performance Steer Classic. Danielson was 
inducted into the North Dakota Cowboy 
Hall of Fame in 2013.

Danielson is a keen livestock judge, 
having evaluated beef cattle shows in 
26 states and four Canadian provinces, 
including the National Western Stock 
Show, Fort Worth Stock Show, Houston 
Stock Show, American Royal, Cow Palace 
and Canadian Western Agribition. 

He and Helen, his wife of 58 years, 
live in Fargo, N.D, and have two married 
daughters, Karla McHugh (Dan) and Beth 
Hessburg (Tony), and four grandchildren, 
Vaughn, Luke, Brock and Riley. The 
couple continues to own the family farm 
in Cuba Township. 

“I am just so grateful to be a part of 
North Dakota’s cattle industry,” he said. 
“It’s been great to work with youth, young 
adults and producers. I have had the 
opportunity to meet so many great people 
and friends.”

Russ Danielson



Hubbard’s Blueprint product line goes 
beyond just meeting trace mineral 
requirements — its superior bioavailability 
supports exceptional animal performance 
and health. Blueprint is targeted nutrition, 
without excess, for peak performance.

Mineral supplementation improves fertility, immunity, 
weight gain, and milk production. You already have 
enough work to do, so lean on Redmond’s natural and 
effective salt and mineral nutrition products to support 
your cattle’s health today and tomorrow.

Riomax PG360® is a complete digestion 
solution designed to optimize your 
herd’s performance. Packed with 100% 
protected key trace minerals and 
Nutrizorb, a digestion powerhouse, 
PG360® enhances forage breakdown  
and boosts nutrient extraction.

Travis Maddock, part-owner of Maddock Ranch Supply, 
stands by each and every one of these products 
because he’s personally used them on his own ranch. 
Give us a call or visit our store to learn more about 
Riomax, Hubbard, and Redmond.

The CRYSTALYX 
manufacturing process 
provides product 
consistency and intake 
quality – your cattle 
consume the same amount, 
from barrel to barrel. The 
naturally self-limiting 
formula pulls moisture from 
the air to soften the layers 
at the top of the barrel. 
When cattle consume 
it, only so much can be 
softened for them to eat, 
which means less waste!

That’s Why We Carry the Best of 
the Best at Maddock Ranch Supply

W E ’R E  PA S S I O N AT E 
A B O U T  A N I M A L 
N U T R I T I O N

701-324-2402
576 BREWSTER STREET EAST HARVEY, ND 58341 MADDOCKRANCHSUPPLY.COM 
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